
 

 
 
      MEDIA RELEASE 

8 August 2017 

Canberra CEOs rise to the challenge 

This year marked the 8
th
 Vinnies CEO Sleepout for Canberra, seeing 97 local leaders participate in 

the event on 22 June and so far more than 3,850 supporters donate over $455,000. 

The Museum of Australian Democracy at Old Parliament House (MoAD), proved an outstanding 
venue to host participating CEOs from the public, private and community sectors, providing a great 
opportunity to raise awareness around the increasing and alarming issues of homelessness in the 
ACT.  

“On behalf of the St Vincent de Paul Society Canberra/Goulburn, I would like to thank all of the 

participating CEOs for their amazing fundraising efforts and contribution to the 2017 Vinnies CEO 

Sleepout. They joined 1,331 other CEOs who slept out in Australia, raising over $5.6 million to combat 

homelessness. I would like to congratulate Greg Hood, CEO and Chief Commissioner of Australian 

Transport Safety Bureau, for being the fourth highest fundraiser in Australia, an incredible 

achievement,” says Vinnies Canberra/Goulburn CEO, Barnie van Wyk. 

“Also, a big thank you to MoAD Director, Daryl Karp and her team for hosting the Sleepout, as well as 

other local partners including Southern Cross Austereo, Steve Keough Photography, Mox Productions 

and Alex Sloan for recognising the need to combat homelessness and providing us with their 

invaluable support.” 

Funds raised from the CEO Sleepout will go towards vital services such as the Night Patrol Van, St 

Nick’s Youth Program and emergency assistance (home visitation) provided by Vinnies conference 

members.  

CEO Barnie van Wyk explains: “If someone in the local community is in need they can call the Vinnies 

helpline and be connected with a local volunteer group called a conference. Conference members will 

then visit that person in their home to chat face to face about what assistance they need, providing 

material aid and emotional support. Each year, conference members respond to over 17,000 calls for 

assistance.” 

CEO participants were so motivated by their Sleepout experience that Vinnies is currently in 

discussions with several organisations to develop new partnerships for further engagement. “The 

commitment of partnering organisations is a tremendous help towards the running of our frontline 

services,” says Mr van Wyk. On the night Canberra Toyota announced it would donate a second 

vehicle to the Night Patrol Program to allow outreach to go beyond the current locations and meet the 

needs of the wider Canberra community. 

With donations being received up until 31 August 2017, the St Vincent de Paul Society is making a 

final call out to the Canberra community to assist in getting as close as possible to their $500,000 

target – money that is needed to continue to provide a wide range of programs to assist people 

experiencing homelessness and stop others from sliding into homelessness.  

To make a donation please visit www.ceosleepout.org.au/events/act-sleepout/ 
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