
 

 

2013 NATIONAL TREE DAY EVENT BRIEFING NOTES 

Michael Milton  

 

Event: A tree planting activity with Canberra Toyota and Charnwood Primary School  

Location:  Charnwood Primary School   

Date:  Friday, 26th July  

Arrival Time: 930 for  10am start  

Haystac contact: Adele Gilbert 0422 352 041 

Toyota Contact  

LISA GRAY 

CANBERRA TOYOTA 

62213545 

0402898463 

Lisa.gray@janrule.com.au 

 

How can you get involved? 

- Help plant a tree (the holes will be pre-made so it shouldn’t be too messy) 

- Wear your National Tree Day tshirt/gloves for any photo opportunities  

- Briefly speak to the media and attending children about your involvement in National Tree Day  

 

Media 

There may be a representative from a local paper in attendance. If so, please provide a short quote on your 
involvement with National Tree Day if asked (suggested responses overleaf). Likely questions include: 

 

- What is National Tree Day all about?  

- How can people get involved throughout the year?  

- How many years has National Tree Day been running?  

- How many trees have been planted so far?  

- Why did you get involved in National Tree Day? 

mailto:Lisa.gray@janrule.com.au


 

 

 

NATIONAL TREE DAY: GENERAL INFORMATION 

Dates for 2013: 
NATIONAL TREE DAY – Sunday 28 July 

SCHOOLS TREE DAY – Friday 26 July 
 

To find out more visit treeday.planetark.org 
call 1300 88 5000 or contact your local participating Toyota Dealer 

 
What is National Tree Day all about? 

• Planet Ark’s National Tree Day began in 1996 and has grown to become Australia's biggest community 

tree-planting and nature care event.   

• National Tree Day aims to inspire, educate and recruit Australians to actively care for our unique land and 

create future generations of committed environmental custodians. 

• This year National Tree Day’s theme, “Get Outside and Grow”, urges Australians to connect with nature, 

for their health and that of the environment. 

• New this year, families and friends can organise planting sites in their own backyards, balconies and green 

spaces. 

• Toyota’s sponsorship of National Tree Day is now in its 14th year and highlights Toyota’s ongoing 

commitment to preserving the environment. 

 

What has been achieved so far? 

• Since National Tree Day began, 18.6 million native trees, shrubs and grasses have been planted by more 

than 3 million volunteers. 

• It is the largest single nature care activity in Australian schools. Each year over 250,000 Australian school 

children take part in Schools Tree Day – a fun and worthwhile day for children to learn more about the 

environment.  

 

What is new about the campaign this year?  

• National Tree Day is a milestone event this year, as Planet Ark and sponsor Toyota Australia prepare to 

plant the 20-millionth seedling since the event began in 1996. 

• New to the event this year, individuals can organise a personal planting site at their home with their 



 

family, friends and neighbours, in backyards, balcony or courtyard gardens, window boxes, nature strips 

or along their streets (with local council approval). 

 

What are the key benefits and why should people get involved in National Tree Day? 

• We are increasingly spending time indoors due to shrinking backyards, long working hours and 

increased screen time, so activities such as National Tree Day help to get people outside and enjoying 

nature. 

• Plants, particularly native trees and shrubs, help to sustain the local environment. By planting 

vegetation we are helping to combat climate change by absorbing CO2, reducing greenhouse emissions 

creating a healthier and cleaner environment and restoring habitat for native wildlife.  

• National Tree Day encourages people to think about going ‘green’ and ‘doing our bit’ for the 

environment – like joining a local Landcare or Bushcare group to help plant trees and maintenance 

projects throughout the year.  
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